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Of the officers who successively were at the head of the
Army of the Potomac, none ever possessed his entire confi-
dence, until General Grant assumed that command, in person.
His letter to General Grant when he entered upon the Cam-
paign of the Wilderness contains conclusive evidence that his
confidence was given to that officer, without reservation.

Turning again to the civil side of his administration, con-
sider the steps by which he led the country up to the point
where it was willing to accept the abolition of slavery in the
States engaged in the rebellion. History must soon address
itself to generations of Americans who will have had no
knowledge of the institution of slavery as an existing fact.
Indeed, at the present moment, more than two thirds of the
population of the United States have no memory of the time
when slavery was the dominating force in the politics of the
country, when it was interwoven in the daily domestic life of
the inhabitants of fifteen States; when it muzzled the press,
perverted the Scriptures, compelled the pulpit to become its
apologist, and when successive generations of statesmen were
brought down on an " equality of servitude " before an irre-
sponsible and untitled oligarchy.

As early as 1839, Mr. Clay estimated the value of the slaves
at $1,200,000,000, and upon the same basis, their value in
1860, exceeded $2,000,000,000, This estimate conveys only
an inadequate idea of the power of slavery and it presents
only an imperfect view of the difficulties which confronted
Mr. Lincoln in 1861 and 1862. Delaware, Maryland, West
Virginia, Kentucky and Missouri were slave States, and all
of them, with the exception of Delaware, were hesitating be-
tween secession and the cause of the Union. They were in
favor of the Union, if slavery could be saved with the Union,
but it was doubtful in all the year 1861, whether those States
could be held, to the " Lincoln Government" as it was de-
risively called, if the abolition of slavery were a recognized